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more disinclined to postpone the opportunity of
providing himself with a legitimate son by reason
of the fact that the lawful heirs to the throne in
default of issue of his own - namely, the ex-King
Jerome and his son Prince Napoleon - were
highly, and deservedly, unpopular. But if the
Emperor's decision was wise, the actual choice
of a mate was disastrous. The wife he was to
marry, though ravishingly beautiful, charming,
loyal, and long-suffering, was, by her bigotry and
incessant meddling in State affairs, to prove his
evil genius, and to make inevitable the collapse
of his Empire and his dynasty. Miss Howard,
who was established in Paris in a house con-
veniently accessible from the Tuileries, not un-
naturally had visions of a dazzling future as his
consort; but she was doomed to disillusionment,
for Napoleon had a very different type of woman
in view. His mistress accepted the situation
philosophically. <c He always was capricious,"
she remarked, " but he is subject to indigestion
and will soon come back to me." She was
right.

Napoleon's uncle, Jerome, had once said of
him : ** He will marry the first woman who will
turn his head and refuse him her favours." And
the old roue was wise in the ways of the sexes, if
foolish in all else. Louis Napoleon was enslaved
by one of the loveliest sirens the world had ever